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TADPOLE

We were driving home and Karen randomly stated,” I’m a Tadpole”.

(She meant to say, ‘a tad cold’)
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WARNING: Warning this book is very addictive. It is about a boy, a silly old man and a woman who has trouble assuming the brace position. Karen was called up and 20 minutes later she was driving to Bundaberg to see the Red-rumped Swallow. Their trip took them from Bundaberg, Queensland to Mossman and back again chasing the Red-rumped Swallows and many more....
Day 1

7th of January, 2009

Chapter 1

Ex-shrike thrush
This morning Dad woke up everyone at around 4am. Karen had come up from Brisbane 20 minutes after Dad had rung her saying we were driving to Cairns for the Red-rumped Swallow. We left at around 4:30. At one of the river crossings a Little Shrike-thrush decided to fly into our car which was the last thing it did. The next kind of interesting sighting was of a few groups of one of two Australian Bustards and Red-winged Parrots. After a few stops along the way we finally stopped at Tyto Wetlands in Ingham. We had heard a lot about this place so we thought it was a good spot to rest after a long day’s drive. We went for a walk at around dusk hoping for an Eastern Grass Owl. On the way we had a young Brush Cuckoo and a Barn Swallow which we thought was rather interesting here. Also Crimson Finch, Yellow Honeyeater and Pied Imperial-pigeon were seen. While walking back we had a WHITE-THROATED NIGHTJAR hawking of a little creek. A new bird for me! It did a few flight circles around us and we later had 2 different pairs flying and landing. Also there were heaps of frogs calling. Of which we identified; Striped Marsh-frog Limnodynastes peronii, Northern Laughing Frog Litoria rothii, Revealed Frog Litoria revelata, Ornate Burrowing Frog Limnodynastes ornatus, Northern Dwarf Tree Frog Litoria bicolor, Cane Toad Bufo marinus, Ornate Nursery Frog  and Broad-palmed Rocket Frog Litoria latopalmata. These were the only one’s we could identify but there were lots more. We then waited 2 hours for our dinner to come. 
Day 2
8th of January, 2009

Chapter 2

A perfect day in a perfect way

This morning we got up at around 5am. Straight away we went out to Tyto Wetlands. We saw the following interesting birds there; Crimson Finch, Yellow Honeyeater, Little Bronze-Cuckoo, Fairy Gerygone, White-browed Robin and a Pale-vented Bush-hen that just sat in a bush for up to 2 minutes! After that we came back to the cabin and packed up and got ready to leave. We then had a continental breakfast at the hotel. After that, we left for Mossman. On the drive we added Metallic Starling, Tree Martin, Australian Swiftlet, Royal Spoonbill, Olive-backed Sunbird, Restless Flycatcher and Fork-tailed Swift to the trip list. Once we got to Mossman we headed north until we got to Sommerset Drive. Once we got there we stopped at the first flock of swallows. By scanning it we found; Barn and Welcome Swallow and Fairy and Tree Martin. We then looked in the shed and there was 1 RED-RUMPED SWALLOW with about 4 Barn Swallows. By the end we located at least 4 Red-rumped Swallows. Chestnut-breasted Manikin was nesting there also. The lizard, Carlia rostralis was also there. After that success we rang Phil & Sue Gregory to see if we could stay at Cassowary House. They then said that there were lots of Blue-faced Parrot-Finches at Mt Lewis. So straight away you’ll never guess were we went…. Mt Lewis! When we got there we drove slowly through all of grassy areas which were seeding profusely. The first finches were all Red-browed Finches. We then proceeded forwards. Once we got to the clearing (S 16 35' 35" E 145 16' 30") there was heaps of finches. We then kept on getting crappy looks at BLUE-FACED PARROT FINCH. But then one jumped out in the open and we had good but pretty distant views. Along the whole course of the Mt Lewis stint we added 24 new birds for the trip. Most birds were just calling but we had good views of Bridled Honeyeaters and also Victoria’s Riflebird. On the way down again we had better views of the Blue-faced Parrot Finch in different places. After that success we went to Cassowary House. On the drive not much was seen. When we arrived at Cassowary House there were lots of Spotted Catbirds and Australian Brush-Turkey. 
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Day 3

9th of January, 2009

Chapter 3
Lazy day
This morning we got up pretty early and did the dawn chorus around Cassowary House. We went to the national park to the left of Cassowary House and followed the path to the left again. We saw Chowchilla, Mountain Thornbill, Spotted Catbird, Fernwren, Macleay’s Honeyeater, Pale Yellow Robin and Spectacled Monarch. But the highlight was a Red-necked Crake that just sat on the path at a distance for a long time but when approached, it left. When we returned we just sat out on the balcony watching the birds come and go. The highlights were; Pale Yellow Robin feeding it’s baby, Olive-backed Sunbird, Double-eyed Fig-Parrot and a few fruit-doves; Superb, Wompoo and Brown Cuckoo-Dove. In the late afternoon we went to Barron Falls. The highlights here were Australian Swiftlets, Fork-tailed Swifts and feeding Wompoo Fruit-Doves and a female Superb Fruit-Dove. We then returned back to Cassowary House for the night. On the way back we drove about 20km down the road past Cassowary House to try and find a Southern Cassowary. When we came back there was someone beside the road that had broken down. While Dad helped him I found a little frog in a puddle/creek. We think now it could be a Taudactylus sp which would be incredibly interesting. We then had a Northern Brown Bandicoot at night.
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Day 4

10th of January, 2009

Chapter 4

Bower but no bird
This morning we woke up at around 4:30am at Cassowary House and then left at around 5am. Then we went straight to Hypipamee National Park to go for the Golden Bowerbird. We went to the site 2.5km after the Hypipamee National Park first. We walked up the track for a bit and down the side tracks for a bit with no luck. We did see Mountain Thornbill, Bridled Honeyeater, Tooth-billed Bowerbird and Fernwren. We then went to the Craters in the National Park. In the car park the Grey-headed Robins, Brown Cuckoo-Doves were both tame also there was Satin Bowerbird. On the walk we saw Golden Whistler, Scarlet Honeyeater, White-headed Pigeon, Topknot Pigeon and Large-billed Scrubwren. When we left we went back to the spot because a road worker told us that he had seen it on a bower last time he was there. So we went back. This time we found the bower but no bird. Pretty soon after left we saw a Masked Lapwing with a broken leg but flew away when we tried to help it. Straight after a pair of Crimson Rosella flew in. We then drove towards Paluma. On the drive we added to the trip list; White-throated Needletail, White-bellied Sea-eagle and Little Egret. When we arrived at Paluma we stopped at Crystal Creek were we saw Noisy Pitta, Graceful Honeyeater, Spectacled Monarch and Grey Goshawk. We then stayed at the Rainforest Inn. Later we had dinner there. After that we went spotlighting in light drizzle hoping for birds and frogs. We saw a couple of great Papuan Frogmouths and 1 Mottled Barred Frog (Mixophyes coggeri). We then went to bed.
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Day 5

11th of January, 2009

Chapter 5

Swallowtail special

This morning we got up reasonably early. The aim this morning was to get good views of Victoria’s Riflebird. When we left we had good views of Chowchilla and Dad had a group gamming. We then walked around the township for a bit seeing White-cheeked Honeyeater, Macleay’s Honeyeater, Black-faced Monarch, Eastern Whipbird, Mistletoebird, Spangled Drongo and quite a few others. We then got to a clearing on the left we had 1 male Victoria’s Riflebird. What an amazing bird! We then continued on the road down to the tip and back; we saw; Victoria’s Riflebird, Tooth-billed Bowerbird, Spotted Catbird, Grey Fantail all of which feeding in one tree. We then packed up the place and tried to leave. But butterflies and lizards kept on stopping us. They were Red-banded Jezebel about 2 feet away, Ulysses Swallowtail and Hamadryad. The lizards were; Eulamprus quoii and Eastern Water Dragon. We then finally left. On the way down we stopped at Mountain Creek. The butterflies here proved amazing. They were; Green-spotted Triangle, Red-bodied Swallowtail, Fuscous Swallowtail, Blue Triangle, Orange-streaked Ringlet, Varied Dusky Blue, Bordered Rustic, Caper Gull, Yellow-banded Jezebel, Red-banded Jezebel, Lyell’s Swift and also an Eastern Water Dragon that ate a Tropical Rockmaster! We then left towards Mackay. On the drive the highlights were; Australian Hobby, Little Eagle, Brolga and Australian Bustard. We then stayed the night at a Caravan Park. At night spotlighting we found Common Ringtail Possum, Northern Brown Bandicoot, FROG ??? BICOLOUR???, SNAKE ???? BROWN TREE ???? and of course lots of Cane Toads.





















Day 6

12th of January, 2009

Chapter 6

Lizards!

This morning Dad made a brilliant breakfast. It was bacon & eggs, honey on toast and mango. A great way to prepare for a day. We then went out to Cape Hillsborough. When we got there, there weren’t many birds calling but lots of mosquitoes! On the birding side of things we only really saw Wompoo Fruit-dove and Olive-backed Sunbird of any particular interest. But the lizards were a different story. We saw; Carlia rhomboidalis, Carlia vivax, Egernia rugosa and Eulamprus tenuis. All ticks! We then left and started the drive back to Bundaberg. We stopped at a few places but nothing really interesting. We then had dinner at home.
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