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Mizzle
The things that happened most on this trip
By jack Moorhead
Photographs Bill Moorhead
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WARNING: Warning this book is very addictive. It is about a boy, a man and a woman who has trouble assuming the brace position. There trip took them from Queensland to Tasmania chasing birds.

     Chapter 1

       Goodbye School
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I had just been back at school for a day and a half when dad (Bill Moorhead) picked me up from school. We got back to find mum’s overly packed bags. We left at about 5 past 12 to go to Brisbane. Dad and I had bream at Tiaro were we saw huge flocks of White-headed Pigeons and a small flock of Topknots. A couple of minutes later we saw a Pacific Heron on the side of the road. When we arrived in Brisbane to watch Billy’s under 16’s Queensland Scorpions practice match. Billy played back pocket and only touched the ball once. This was the place of my first solo for the trip.
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Chapter 2
A long Way
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We all had a sleep in till about 8 o’clock because Billy’s flight left at 10 past 10 and our’s 3 hours later. When we got to the airport we dropped Billy off and went to Boondall Wetlands. On the way there we saw what I thought looked like a White Crane. There we saw about 20 birds after an hour of searching. But we did see the Black-headed form of the Striated Pardalote and Mangrove Gerygone. When we were going back to the airport we solved the mystery of the White Crane, it was a stick in the shape of a bird. We got on the plane to go to Melbourne. 
Chapter 3
Indian without a plate or fork

We got to Melbourne at about 4:30pm which left us only 1 hour of sunlight to get out of Melbourne (not getting lost), get accommodation in Werribee (not booked) and find a spot to have dinner. We did all of these but not in sunlight. We had Indian that night, but all that came out was the food in a bowl. It took us about 5 minutes of waiting before dad asked for some cutlery and 3 plates.
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Chapter 4

Waterfowl Ahoy
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[image: image11.wmf]The next day we woke up early to go to Werribee Sewerage. We left our hire car with another one at the entrance and transferred to Chris’s (Orange-bellied Parrot research leader) 4 wheel drive to go looking for O B P’s (Orange-bellied Parrots). When we were driving on the roads around the sewerage works we saw 13 waterfowl (only 28 endemic waterfowl in Australia) which were Pacific Black Duck, Australian Wood Duck, Chestnut Teal, Musk Duck, Blue-billed Duck, Black Swan, Australasian Shoveler, Pink-eared Duck, Hoary-headed Grebe, Australasian Grebe, Cape Barren Goose, Yellow-billed Spoonbill and Hardhead. We also saw other interesting birds such as White-fronted Chat, Skylark, Striated Fieldwren, Little Raven and European Goldfinch all of which were new for me and Karen. After that Sean Dooley took us for a drive around and then we saw 100’s of Double-banded Plovers. 
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Chapter 5

Disaster Strikes

[image: image13.wmf]We were coming back with Sean, Karen got out of the car to get her book the ‘The Big Twitch’ (written by Sean) signed. When she approached the car she the car she thought “Silly me I’ve left my window open in the rain”. When she looked in the car there was glass on the passenger’s side and the bags had gone. Karen walked back to the car and said “It’s gone everything” “Gone”. We lost our plane and boat tickets. When she looked in the back our suitcases were still there but Karen lost everything except her binoculars and her bird book (two important things). At that time it was 4 o’clock and we had to go on the Spirit of Tasmania at 6 and we had no tickets. So dad followed Dean in what he described as a blizzard (because of 2deg temperatures, light rain (mizzle) and glass itching his bottom). When he got to the hire car spot he took a taxi to the Spirit of Tasmania. Karen, Sean and I were at the shopping centre getting Karen some clothes. We got in the boat on time. It was a great night on the boat.

[image: image14.wmf]
Chapter 6

First day on the Norseman 111
[image: image15.wmf]When we got off the boat we got another hire car and started to drive to St Helen’s. On the way we saw such endemics as tas sub sp Forest Raven, Green Rosella, Tasmanian Native-Hen and 5 tas sub sp Wedge-tailed Eagle(1.25% of tas sub sp).
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[image: image19.wmf]         When we got on the boat it was our roughest of the 3 days gusting to 30 knots. Very soon on the trip we had seen Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross, Buller’s Albatross, Grey-backed Storm-Petrel, Sooty Shearwater and White-capped Albatross (nominate Shy Albatross). When we got out further we saw 3 great Albatrosses (proper ones) which were Snowy, Northern Royal and Southern Royal Albatrosses. We also saw all the Giant-Petrel species in the world. All together it was a great start to our pelagic trip. When we disembarked the boat we saw Yellow Wattlebird and tas sub sp Brown Thornbill. That night we had Italian pizza for tea.
Chapter 7
Salvin’s
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The next day we left early and threw the ropes at 7:30am and got out to the sea mounts straight away. Here we saw Brown Skuas, White-fronted Tern and I spotted a Salvin’s Albatross. We also had great views of Buller’s Albatross and also saw White-capped Albatross (Cauta and Steadi races), Black-browed Albatross, Great-winged Petrel, Southern Giant-Petrel, Northern Giant-Petrel, Northern and Southern Cape Petrel, Fairy Prion, Snowy Albatross, Southern and Northern Royal Albatross together. It was a much calmer day at sea that day. 
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Chapter 8

Spotlighting
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We went back to get ready to go Spotlighting with Simon and Nathan. When we got out we saw Common Wombat, Tasmanian Pademelon, and Brush-tailed Possum and when we went to a lighthouse we saw 100s of dead Short-tailed Shearwaters that had flown into the lighthouse when they come out of there burrows at night. Later that night we spotlighted an Eastern Quoll. That night for dinner we had the same as the night before, Italian pizza.
Chapter 9

What is big, Isn’t always the best 
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It was the last pelagic day out, but we were expecting SW winds which would mean going back to land. We went straight to the sea mount because we were expecting to be cut back in time. On the way out we saw such interesting birds as White morph of Southern Giant-Petrel, Southern and Northern Royals, Sooty Shearwater and great views of Fairy Prion. When we got out to the sea mounts we saw around 500 Grey-backed Storm-Petrels, Grey-faced Petrel, Great-winged Petrel, Cape Petrel, White-headed Petrel, Pale morph of Northern Giant-Petrel with White morph of Southern Giant-Petrel and the other albatrosses. On the way back we saw Common Diving-Petrel and a juvenile Pacific Gull.  
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Chapter 10

Caravan Park Hot Spot
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When we got back to the Caravan Park we walked around it to chase some endemics, we succeeded with a couple which were Yellow Wattlebird, Dusky Robin, Yellow-throated Honeyeater, Tasmanian Thornbill, tas sub sp Brown Thornbill, tas sub sp Grey Fantail, tas sub sp Superb Fairy-wren, tas sub sp Brush Wattlebird and Eastern Spinebill. After that we drove to Binnalong Point were we saw Black-headed Honeyeater, Yellow-throated Honeyeater and brilliant views of Dusky Robin.
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Chapter 11

Endemic time
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We had finished all the pelagics and we had one day to get from St Helen’s to Devonport and get as many Tasmanian endemics as possible. Our first stop was when we saw a Scrubtit on the side of the road. When we stopped we couldn’t relocate it but we had god views of Scarlet Robin. After that we went to Cuckoo Falls and saw about 250-300 Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos and the tas sub sp of Grey Shrike-thrush. [image: image32.jpg]


Later Karen tried to get us lost in the logging tracks but luckily dad turned us back on the right track. When we were almost in Lilydale we saw Australian Shelducks in numbers between 200-300. We handed in the hire car without an accident report this time.

Chapter 12
Devonport to Bundaberg,

4 states, 1 day

[image: image33.jpg]


When we got on the boat we had dinner at Seasons restaurant (same as last time). When I was asleep dad started a fight in the bar. He didn’t get hit or hit anyone but he called someone an annoying prick (which was true) but that gave the person beside him courage and he whacked him. The staff bought dad a beer for the incident. When we got off the boat we took a taxi to the Tullamarine Airport were we took a plane to Brisbane.  When we arrived in Brisbane, we drove to Karen’s place were dad slept. Karen and I drove to the airport to pick up Billy and then drove back to Karen’s. Then we took Billy to training. Once that was finished we drove straight to Bundy. It was the end of a great trip which got Dad 1 new bird (Grey-faced Petrel), Karen 47 new birds, me 22 new birds and me drinking 8.125L of Solo!
THE end!
Pictures top to bottom, left to right: Welcome Swallow, Cow statues in Devonport, Warning sign, Solo can, Pacific Heron, Topknot Pigeon, White-headed Pigeon, White Crane, Mangrove Gerygone, 4 clipart pictures, Black Swan with Cape Barren Geese, White-fronted Chat, Australian Shoveler (background), Blue-billed Duck, Karen and Sean Dooley, Karen and Sean Dooley, The broken into car, Dad, Sean and I, Green Rosella, Yellow-nosed Albatross, Grey-backed Storm-Petrel, Sooty Shearwater, Our boat Norseman 111, Brown Skua, White-fronted Tern, Cape Petrel, Black-browed Albatross, Salvin’s Albatross, Buller’s Albatross, White-capped Albatross, Fairy Prion, Brush-tailed Possum, White morph of Southern Giant-Petrel with pale morph of Northern, Southern Royal Albatross, Northern Giant-Petrel, Buller’s Albatross, Brush Wattlebird, Eastern Spinebill, Yellow-throated Honeyeater, Dusky Robin, Scarlet Robin, Yellow-tailed Black-cockatoo, Australian Shelducks and Spirit of Tasmania (the boat).
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