GROUND ROLLER

By Jack Moorhead
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Day 1
7th of March, 2009

Chapter 1
Away from Hamish

This morning we got up at around 5:30am in Bundaberg. At around 6am we left and headed towards the airport. We then flew onto Brisbane. We met Karen there and flew to Perth. Once we arrived at Perth we hired a car and drove to Dryandra. On the way we had Laughing Dove for the list. On the way we stopped of at Wireless Hill to see if there were any interesting honeyeaters there. The only ones we could find were Brown, White-cheeked and Singing Honeyeaters also Red Wattlebird. On the way Karen got us lost a few times but we eventually made it when Dad looked at the map. On the drive in Dad saw a single BLACK-EARED CUCKOO but we could not relocate it. Once we got to Dryandra we got our cabin and put everything inside. After this we went for a drive Old Mill Dam. Here we had Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, Western Thornbill, Purple-crowned Lorikeet, Rufous Treecreeper and Yellow-plumed Honeyeater. We then went back to the cabin.  For dinner we had a Chicken.
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Day 2

8th of March, 2009

Chapter 2

Off your Shrike-tits
This morning we got up at around 5:30am with the target bird of the morning being Western Shrike-tit. Once we got up we headed and did the walk past the Old Mill Dam. The best birds seen in this region were Rufous Treecreeper, Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, lots of flying Purple-crowned Lorikeets but there were lots of other birds as well. The next stop was just at the start of the Ochre Walk Trail. Almost straight after playing the call a female WESTERN SHRIKE-TIT was seen. This spot was exactly were Phil Gregory had reported them a while ago. The call of this bird is totally different to that of the eastern form and the white belly catch is also very different. I can not see how this bird remains conspecific with the eastern and northern forms. This bird allowed very good views, although up the top of the tree most of the time but the light was brilliant. Also when we were here 2 Elegant Parrots flew over. From here we then drove around the roads of Dryandra trying to get another Numbat. After driving around for a while we had flushed quite a few Common Bronzewings. At one spot we had Western Yellow Robin, Brown-headed and White-plumed Honeyeaters also. From here we then headed back to the cabin. Once we got there we slept for about 2 hours. After we woke up we had another sandwich. We then did the same as the later morning we drove around the roads trying to get a Numbat. The highlight of the afternoon was cracking views of a flock of about 40 Purple-crowned Lorikeets that seemed oblivious to our presence. The colours on these birds were amazing. The light blue chest and the green back with the red cere, purple crown, yellow eye-drop all so intricate colours. There were also lots of the other birds except this time we had a few Western Rosellas. 
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Day 3
9th of March, 2009

Chapter 3
JPHX2
This morning we woke up at Dryandra at around 7am and cleaned out the house we left to head towards Perth. Once we got into Perth we went to the international airport and checked our bags in. We then met Frank O’Connor and Carl Billingham. When we went to the gate we met a few others as well . After talking for a while we embarked on the plane to the Cocos Islands. On the way we had two stops, one at Learmouth and one on Christmas Island. At Learmouth there were Zebra Finches and Australian Kestrels. Once we arrived at Christmas Island it was a rush for the people who had not been to Christmas Island to get as many birds here before we flew out. We managed Christmas Island White-eye, Christmas Island and Greater Frigatebird, White-tailed Tropicbird (Golden Bosunbird), Australian Kestrel and a few others. Once we arrived on Cocos Island we quickly got the bags into our cabin and headed straight towards the swamp where the Javan Pond-Herons had been seen previously. Sure enough once we arrived there was 1 JAVAN POND-HERON.  This bird then flew up into a tree and landed next to the other Javan Pond-Heron. After a while everybody had seen the 2 Javan Pond-Herons. Also down the back of the swamp there were a few Pin-tailed Snipes. By now it was dark so we made our way back to the cabin. We then had dinner with the grumpy old chef.





Day 4
10th of March, 2009

Chapter 4
Two widgets

This morning we got up a little before 6. The aim this morning was to take the 6:30 ferry to Home Island to see if any of the vagrants were around. On the way we stopped at a couple of locations none of which provided anything interesting only lots of Eastern Reef Egrets. We then took the ferry to Home Island. We first walked to the southern end of the island past all of the big trees but unfortunately no Koels or Flycatchers. When we got right to the southern end there was actually quite a few of the cocos race of the Buff-banded Rail. On the way we saw a Red-footed Booby in a funny sort of intermediate plumage. Around the island all of the young of both Lesser and Great Frigatebird had different coloured wing tags. For most of the time we were there it was absolutely bucketing down with rain. For lunch we had a brilliant Nasi Lemat (Rice small smoked fish). After exploring the parts of the island we did not visit, it was time to go back to the ferry. After arriving on West Island we went back to the cabin and had an afternoon snooze. After waking up we first went to the spot were the Javan Pond-Heron had been seen. There was no sign of either Pond-Herons just lots of Nankeen Night-Herons and Pacific Black Ducks. After this we had a long relaxing swim at Trannies Beach. After this we went up around the airport but unfortunately the rain had just started to set in so we headed back to the cabin. After we freshened ourselves up we went to the pub for a while. For dinner we had a brilliant (better) Nasi Lemat de la Bill.  
Day 5
11th of March, 2009

Chapter 5
Swell
This morning was the morning that it was planned that we would go over to North Keeling but because of the swell we couldn’t make it out there. The new plan of the morning was to spend it on Home Island to see if there was anything interesting there. On the way we checked out the airport and found a young and adult Oriental Pratincole. We then rushed out to the jetty and just made it on the 7:30 ferry. After walking around for a while there was nothing too interesting. Although the highlight of the morning was a STRIATED HERON RACE JAVONICA? at the tip. There was nothing else interesting there that we saw so we took the last morning ferry back. After having a quick midday snooze we went out to check the normal locations. At the swamp we found the normal birds; a couple of Javan Pond-Herons and a few Pin-tailed Snipe. After going around for a while we went to the pub and later had dinner. This evening we had a few guests (Peter and Adam). 



Day 6
12th of March, 2009

Chapter 6
It could only turn left
This morning we got up at a little after 6am. Today’s plan was to spend most of the day over at Direction Island. We first took the 7:30 ferry to Home Island but stayed on the boat until it stopped on Direction Island. On the way over we had been given advice on the best spot to go snorkeling. We were told ‘the rip’ was the best spot to go snorkeling as you would jump into the water off the point and slowly cruise with the current until you reached the rope at the end, then you pull yourself back to the start and repeat the process. So we got out and did what we were told and the reef was absolutely amazing. The amount of wildlife swimming around was mind boggling. There were lots of Black-tipped Reef-Sharks and heaps of different species Parrot Fish just to name a few. After we got out we did some more swimming around and did the jumping off the dive board and chased a few ghost crabs. Also there was a single Western Reef Egret on the beach as well. After having lunch we did a walk around the island. The bird numbers were pretty low but there were quite a few Red-footed Boobies. At about 2pm we took the ferry back to Home Island. When we got there the boat broke down so we transferred to a different boat for the crossing back to West Island. Once we got onshore we went back to the cabin and had an afternoon snooze. Once we woke up we went to the pub and caught up with the others. For dinner we had the same brilliant slivery brim for dinner.


Day 7
13th of March, 2009

Chapter 7
Faraway
This morning we woke up at around 6am. This was our last day on Cocos as we were flying out to Christmas Island at midday. After watching the waves for a bit we went out to Beshard Swamp. This time we just sat on the chairs for an hour or two. Over this time you could see the Javan Pond-Heron slowly building its trust up and obviously getting hungrier. It first flew up to the trees then slowly made its way to the ground. After this we went back to the cabin, packed our bags and checked out. We then went to the airport and checked our bags in. While waiting Richard was talking the national parks officer who said he saw a Watercock at 6:30 that morning near the jetty. So of course everybody went out there looking for this Watercock that he had seen at 6:30. After staying out there until the plane arrived we unfortunately had to leave the Javan Pond-Herons and well as this Watercock that we had yet to see. We then flew onto Christmas Island. Once we arrived at CI we straight away checked our bags in and went to the cabin that we had booked here. After this we checked out the normal locations and found over 100 Eurasian Tree Sparrows, White-tailed Tropicbird, Island Thrush, Christmas Island White-eye, Great and Christmas Island Frigatebird, Common Noddy and more of the common stuff. After this we went back to the cabin and had barramundi watching a few Barn Swallows flying around. 


Day 8
14th of March, 2009

Chapter 8

Butterfly
This morning we got up at around 6am on Christmas Island. After waking up and having breakfast we headed towards the north western end of the island. First of all we went down to Winifred Beach. After driving around for a while we had fantastic looks of Abbott’s Booby landed and great looks at flying Linchi Swiftlets. Once we got to the car park we were greeted with a rather curios female Variable Goshawk. We then walked down to the beach were there were Red-footed and Brown Boobies. Once we checked out that area we went to the Waterfall region. Apart from lots of Christmas Island White-eyes, Island Thrushes, Robber Crabs and great scenery there wasn’t too much stuff there. We then drove back slowly seeing lots of Christmas Island Imperial Pigeons and Emerald Doves. On the way back we stopped at lots of the gravel pits looking for white wagtail. Unfortunately we didn’t see any of these only lots of drinking Christmas Island and Greater Frigatebirds. After this we went to the tip and then continued onto the bed. Once we’d had a snooze we went out to Flying Fish Cove and went snorkeling. There was heaps of reef fish here but the highlight was a brilliant butterfly cod. We then watched the sun set over the water. For dinner we had the barramundi differently cooked this time.



Day 9
15th of March, 2009

Chapter 9

This morning we got up at 6am. The plan for this morning was to do the Blowholes track and a few others around here. Apart from a newly fledged Christmas Island Imperial Pigeon walking on the ground there was nothing else interesting. The blowholes at the moment were absolutely pumping and the Spider Crabs were getting a fare thumping. We then went down the boulders track. Apart from lots of CI Red Crabs there was nothing much around. After that we headed back to the noodle bar for lunch. While we were eating we watched an Abbott’s Booby getting absolutely harassed by a Christmas Island Frigatebird. We then went down to Ethel Beach for an afternoon snorkel. Just before we had purchased a book on the fish of Christmas Island so we had lots of fun trying to identify them. After having a snorkel for about 1 and a half hours we left and went back to the cabin. After heading down to the Bosunbird Tavern we received a call from Carl saying that they possibly had an interesting egret. This turned out to be a possible Western Reef Egret. After this we had a fantastic curry.



Day 10
16th of March, 2009

Chapter 10

WWW
This morning we woke up at around 6am. We were first going to spend the morning snorkeling at West White Beach. This is a beach just next to the detention centre. It is about an hours walk in pretty tough terrain with a short rope descent near the end. Although when you get in the water it is worth every minute of it. We estimated the water visibility was about 30m from the shore. On this 2 hour snorkel we added heaps of fish to the trip( for list see end of report ). On the way back we spent a while looking at the Christmas Island White-eyes. From looking at them before on this trip there seemed to be two distinct subspecies or species. One of them was an a lot longer tailed one of which had a totally different call to that of the short tailed one. As well as this the long-tailed one is almost always found in pairs or 3 or 4 but you find the short-tailed one in flocks of over 50. We were then picked up by Karen and Frank. After this, Dad and I went to the cabin and then continued onto having lunch at the Rockfall Café while Karen had her heart checked by Adam. Once all this had been done ,we packed our bags and headed back to the airport. We then boarded the flight to Perth via Cocos Island. After arriving on Cocos (1000km away in the opposite direction of Perth) we went to the bar and then boarded again and headed towards Perth. We arrived just before midnight local time. We caught a taxi to where we were staying (the marquee) and went to sleep. 
Day 11
17th of March, 2009

Chapter 11

Barry

This morning we woke up at around 9am at the hotel in Perth. We then packed the bags and called a taxi and went to the domestic airport. We then boarded the plane and flew to Brisbane. After saying goodbye to Karen we then continued onto flying to Bundaberg.
A week or so later we went down to see the American Golden Plover down in Sydney. We stayed with Peter & Robin Marsh in Sydney and in the morning we saw the American Golden Plover at the boat harbour along with a dead Bullers Shearwater and at sea quite a few Wedge-tailed Sheawaters and some Arctic Jaegers. In the afternoon we went to Royal National Park and had great views of Tawny-crowned Honeyeater and Beautiful Firetail, Peter also saw a Southern Emu-wren.
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Christmas Island Fish & some Cocos Is Fish
Manta Rays – Mobulidae


Manta Ray (Manta birostris)
Moray Eels – Muraenidae


Starry Moray (Echidna nebulosa)

Trumpetfishes – Aulostomidae


Trumpetfish (Aulostomus chinensis)
Flutemouths – Fistulariidae


Flutemouth (Fistularia commersonii)
Scorpionfishes – Scorpaenidae


Spotfin Lionfish (Pteroris antennata)
Groupers and Rockcods – Serranidae


Peacock Rockcod (Cephalopholis argus)
Coral Rockcod (Cephalopholis miniata)

Honeycomb Rockcod (Epinephelus merra)


Thinspine Grouper (Gracila albomarginata)


Goldback Basslet (Pseudanthias evansi)
Hawkfish – Cirrhitidae


Ringeye Hawkfish (Paracirrhites arcatus)
Trevallies – Carangidae


Bluefin Trevally (Caranx melampygus)
Bigeye Trevally (Caranx sexfasciatus)
Snappers – Lutjanidae


Blue-stripped Snapper (Lutjanus kasmira)
Goatfishes – Mullidae


Goldstripe Goatfish (Mulloidichthys vanicolensis)


Dot and dash Goatfish (Parupenues macronema)


Doublebar Goatfish (Parupenues trifasciatus)
Butterflyfishes – Chaetodontidae


Threadfin Butterflyfish (Chaetodon auiga)

Lined Butterflyfish (Chaetodon lineolatus)
Racoon Butterflyfish (Chaetodon lunula)

Blackback Butterflyfish (Chaetodon melannotus)

Meyer’s Butterflyfish (Chaetodon meyeri)

Ornate Butterflyfish (Chaetodon ornatissimus)

Teardrop Butterflyfish (Chaetodon unimaculatus)


Vagabond Butterflyfish (Chaetodon vagabundus)

Longnose Butterflyfish (Forcipiger flavissimus)


Big Longnose Butterflyfish (Forcipiger longirostris)
Anglefish – Pomacanthidae


Regal Anglefish (Pygoplites diacanthus)
Damselfishes – Pomacentridae


Yellowtail Sergeant (Abudefduf notatus)
Indo-Pacific Sergeant (Abudefduf vaigiensis)
Clark’s Anemonefish (Amphiprion clarkii)

Pink Anemonefish (Amphiprion perideraion)
Whitetail Puller (Chromis maragritifer)
Dick’s Damsel (Plectroglyphidodon dickii)

Brighteye Damsel (Plectroglyphidodon imparipennis)
Johnston Damsel (Plectroglyphidodon johnstonianus)
Whiteband Damsel (Plectroglyphidodon leucozonus)
Wrasses – Labridae


Redblotched Wrasse (Coris aygula)
Birdnose Wrasse (Gomphosus varius)

Fiveband Wrasse (Hemigymnus fasciatus
Common Cleanerfish (Labroides dimidiatus)
Breastspot Cleanerfish (Labroides pectoralis)

Sixbar Wrasse (Thalassoma hardwicke)

Green Moon Wrasse (Thalassoma lutescens)


Surge Wrasse (Thalassoma purpureum)

Parrotfishes – Scaridae


Blackvein Parrotfish (Scarus rubroviolaceus)

Moorish Idol – Zanclidae


Moorish Idol (Zanclus cornutus)
Surgeonfishes – Acanthuridae

White-spotted Surgeonfish (Acanthurus guttatus)

Powderblue Surgeonfish (Acanthurus leucosternon)

Blue-lined Surgeonfish (Acanthurus lineatus)

Velvet Surgeonfish (Acanthurus nigricans)
Convict Surgeonfish (Acanthurus triostegus
Triggerfishes – Balistidae


Orangestripe Triggerfish (Balistapus undulatus)

Titan Triggerfish (Balistapus viridescens)

Black Triggerfish (Melichthys niger)

Pinktail Triggerfish (Melichthys vidua)
Wedgetail Triggerfish (Rhinecanthus rectangulus)
Boxfishes – Ostraciidae


Black Boxfish (Ostracion meleagris)
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