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The characters; how you’ve never seen them before
Day 1
24th of September, 2008

Chapter 1

The Nundubbermere Monster

Aka Man under the tarp

This morning Dad and I packed up the camper trailer and left home at 8:01am, but not before getting some new birds for the trip that we would only get at home; Collared Kingfisher, Mangrove Honeyeater and Mangrove Gerygone. The only remotely interesting bird between home and our first stop (Ban Ban Springs) was White-necked Heron. At Ban Ban Springs we saw Australian Reed Warbler, Sacred Kingfisher and a whole lot more. Our next stop was at Murgon Meat Works. There USED to be lots of Plum-headed Finches until this visit. Highlights were Pink-eared Ducks, Black-fronted Dotterels (nesting) and Tawny Grassbirds. The next stop was for 3 Ground Cuckoo-shrikes flying just outside of Wandai. We identified them because of the white rump and facial markings. When we stopped there we saw Cockatiel and Pale-headed Rosella. Another new bird for the trip was when Dad said,” This habitat looks really good for Bell Miner.” So I put down the window and in 2 seconds you could here this ‘bing, bing’ of the Bell Miner. We then picked up Karen at Moore (about 40kms west of Yarraman). She then dropped her car off at one of her friend’s houses (Chris and Grant). We then set off for Sundown National Park. When we got to Stanthorpe we headed west along Texas Road which would lead us to where we would stay the night. At the start of the trip we thought we thought we would make it to the Broadwater Campground but we only got to the northern end of the park, Nundubbermere Falls. On the way I was on gate duty. This turned out to be the best birding of the day. We added Common Bronzewing, Brown Quail, Jacky Winter, Dusky Woodswallow, Brown Treecreeper, Restless Flycatcher and White-plumed Honeyeater. When we got to the campsite it was basically dark so we quickly set up the camp and made a fire for dinner. It was Lamb Korma. We went spotlighting and found an Eastern Stone Gecko which was the only gecko for the trip.
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Day 2

25th of September, 2008

Chapter 2

Most Valuable Diamond
This morning we woke up to the strange call of the Superb Lyrebird. When the sun came up we went to the gully that they were calling from. We didn’t find the lyrebird but did get good views of Variegated Fairy-wren and shocking views of Chestnut-rumped Heathwren. We then went back up the gully and along the road up to the gate and back. Along there we had lots of Fuscos Honeyeaters. Also right near the campsite was lots of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters and a feeding flock of Buff-rumped Thornbill, Weebill and Speckled Warbler. We had bacon & eggs for breakfast. We then left Nundubbermere Falls and headed off towards Springdale Road. We had received advice from Roy Sonenburg that the best spot for Diamond Firetail is down Springdale Road and they are quite hard to see near the Broadwater Campground. Our first stop along Springdale Road was at S 28 45’ 16”, E 151 39’ 44” which was a creek which looked to good not to have Diamond Firetails. We walked up to a fence on the right and we were about to turn back when a pair of DIAMOND FIRETAILS flew in to have a drink. We then jumped the fence and the pair flew up onto the fence and we were given great views. Also here was Hooded Robin, White-browed Babbler and Black-chinned Honeyeater also there was Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, White-plumed Honeyeater, Noisy Miner, Brown Treecreeper, Eastern Yellow Robin, Jacky Winter, Red-rumped Parrot, Red-winged Parrot, Superb Fairy-wren, Striated Pardalote, Torresian Crow, Rufous Whistler and Yellow-rumped Thornbill. The 2nd sighting of Diamond Firetail on Springdale Road was a few kilometres onward where there was a single bird. We got a lot closer to this bird. There we saw Little Lorikeet, Speckled Warbler and Black-chinned Honeyeater also present was Red-winged Parrot, Dusky Woodswallow, Superb Fairy-wren, Variegated Fairy-wren, White-plumed Honeyeater, Galah, Restless Flycatcher, Olive-backed Oriole, Fuscous Honeyeater, Eastern Rosella, Noisy Miner, Noisy Friarbird, Pied Currawong, Australian Magpie and Willie Wagtail. Springdale Road is definitely worth a visit, even if you’ve seen the Firetail. We then left Springdale Road and headed to Sundown National Park which was even more magnificent. On the drive in we saw Yellow-throated Miner, Eastern Yellow Robin, Brown Treecreeper and Jacky Winter. We then put the camper trailer up and met the local Lace Monitor. While this was happening there were lots of birds just out the back; Red-browed Firetail, White-throated Treecreeper, White-winged Chough, Striped Honeyeater, Black-chinned Honeyeater and many others. Once finishing unpacking camp we went to the paddocks and tried for the Turquoise Parrot but unfortunately dipped because of the time of day. We then went out again in an hour or so. Dad just saw a flash of blue and we got within about 15m of a stunning adult male TURQUOISE PARROT and a female. The only problem with the male is it wasn’t showing the red patch on the wing but still, an AMAZING bird. It was between the bush camps and the ones you have to book. There is a track going down to the river. The pair was down there. The next lot we saw was another pair of Turquoise Parrot with the male showing a bright red patch on its wing. We found these when you walk away from the camp sites on the left there is a mowed circle. There are two rocks and walk through them and into and out of the gully. Continue onwards into the big open area. You could see them anywhere along here. If you dip there walk around in a big loop across the road. By doing this we not only found the Turquoise Parrots but also Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, Horsfield’s Bushlark, Australian Pipit, Hooded Robin and many others.  After the successful afternoon we sat down with a solo or a beer as a celebratory. We had a beef curry that just needed a bit more cooking as the fire went out when we were looking at the Turks. We went spotlighting and had spectacular looks at a Tawny Frogmouth with very orange eyes.
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Day 3
26th of September, 2008

Chapter 3

Painted turquoise diamond part I
This morning we woke with our last target bird, Painted Button-quail on our minds. We set off down the back of the campsite listening to the close trill of the Fan-tailed Cuckoo. We walked across the rocky Severn River to the far bank. We heard the low call of a Button-quail in the distance. We walked for a while chasing this one call. We couldn’t locate it, but did see Wonga Pigeon, White-eared Honeyeater and Shining Bronze-Cuckoo. We then went to Permanent Waterhole were there was nest building White-throated Gerygones, displaying White-necked Herons which circled us for a while and a single Platypus was sighted. We then headed along the path back to camp. Along here we had White-throated Treecreepers, Brown Treecreepers, Silvereye, Buff-rumped Thornbill and many others. We then returned back to camp and had bacon & eggs..........
Chapter 4

and you’ll never guess were Dad got bitten!!

..... and you’ll never guess were Dad got bitten. He ran into the tent with his daks around his ankles searching for the culprit much to the horror of onlookers outside. While all this was happening the eggs slowly overcooked. 
Chapter 5
Painted turquoise diamond part II

So the bacon & eggs were great and we headed off for another try for Painted Button-quail. We went out to the exit of the Broadwater Campground were there is a wooden bridge. Just past this there is a small path. We followed it for a while then went bush. We saw Common Bronzewing and Fuscous Honeyeater. At one stage we had a female Rose Robin which flew almost straight away. We went to look for it and couldn’t find it but got great views of Inland Thornbill. After a while the small bush bird list was quite high. It included Rose Robin, Inland Thornbill, nesting Superb Fairy-wrens, Weebill, Buff-rumped Thornbill, White-plumed Honeyeater, Speckled Warbler and Brown Honeyeater. The first sighting we had of Painted Button-quail was when we flushed one about 100m west of the wooden bridge that you see when entering the park. It flew about 100m west and we were unable to locate it. There were platelets right through this area and also as we found out later on the east side of the road. Later in the day, at about 4pm we went back to the site. We started on the east side of the bridge and worked our way through to the west. About 200m west of the bridge we stopped and sat down on a fallen Cyprus tree. We played the call for a short period. Straight away a female PAINTED BUTTON-QUAIL ran over to us and circumnavigated us for a few minutes. It stopped about 3 times and puffed itself up and did a low booming call (probably because the male was on the nest somewhere around there). That would explain the female’s strong reaction. The GPS location for the bridge is S 28 55’ 05” E 151 34’ 46”. To get there take the road that goes west before the bridge. Continue along here for about 200m. Then go right. This is where we saw them. When we were walking back down the road within 15mins and 100m from the site we saw Diamond Firetail, Turquoise Parrot, Painted Button-quail, White-browed Babbler and Hooded Robin. We could have just gone there for 15mins if all we wanted to get was the target species but all the other birds/wildlife was amazing. We then went back to camp in high spirits. A few solos and beers were consumed around the fire that night. We then had a marvellous Butter Chicken for din-dins. We went spotlighting with the stars being the highlight for the night. We slept well that night.
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Day 4

27th of September, 2008

Chapter 6

2 x Cuckoo and that’s it

This morning we woke up to the call of a Channel-billed Cuckoo. We packed up the camp and left Sundown National Park. On the way out we could hear the call of Pallid Cuckoo. Others included; Yellow-throated Miner, Red-rumped Parrot and 1 Turquoise Parrot just inside the park. Our next stop was at Chris and Grants house were we picked up Karen’s car and a great lunch. We then continued onwards listening to the AFL grand final. The last stop other than home we had was at Ban Ban Springs where we had a quick toilet stop. Other new birds for the trip from Ban Ban Springs – Home included; Little Eagle and Collared Sparrowhawk. We got home at around 4ish and watched the last quarter of the AFL. 
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